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belong to an older horizon, possibly corresponding to a period
coeval with the old land surface before its submergence by sand.
Psammornis—A Giant Struthious Bird.
A notable exception as regards specific distinction must be
made, however, in regard to a fragment collected at Shuqqat al
Khalf at. This had a thickness of 3-0 ram. as contrasted with the
least worn of the recent shell-fragments which varied from 1-9 to
2-1 mm. In dealing with the relative thickness of egg-shells this
represents a comparatively enormous difference, and there can
be no doubt in my mind that it belonged to an egg which very
greatly exceeded in size those of S. syriacus. As regards thickness
it approaches typical fragments of Psammornis rothschildi (3-2
mm.), collected between Tuggourt and El Oued in Algeria by
Rothschild and Hartert, and described by Andrews as belonging
to a new genus of fossil Ostrich.
Microscopical examination of sections cut from the fragment
found by Mr. Philby in Arabia agree in all particulars with similar
sections cut from fragments of Psammornis egg-shells collected in
Algeria. Moreover, the peculiar greyish-brown staining of the
Arabian fragment corresponds exactly with a fragment found in
Algeria. The only conclusion, therefore, at which I can arrive is
that the very large struthious bird known as Psammornis also
inhabited Arabia.
The Arabian egg-shell fragment was discovered by Mr. Philby
in an old river bed in about Latitude 22° N. at a spot where fresh-
water shells,were found. Lord Rothschild informs me that the
Algerian fragments were collected by him on an area of ground
which had been recently denuded of sand hills by violent wind
storms and on which some old wells had been discovered. They
were found on the surface in the immediate vicinity of the
wells.
This extension of the range of Psammornis is interesting in that
it suggests that, during the period in which that genus flourished,
there was a much more extensive land connection with Northern
Africa than now exists ; while the fact that the Psammornis egg-
shell fragment was found in association with freshwater Mottusca
seems also to suggest that it was a member of a fauna which
occupied the old land surface of Arabia before it was overwhelmed
by desert conditions.
I have recently described1 struthious egg-shell fragments
collected in red ffipparion clay (Lower Pliocene) in Northern
China of a species apparently belonging to the genus Stntihio.
1 Palaeontologia Sinica, 1931, voL vi, fascicle 4, pp. 1-40, pts, 1-4,
figs. 1-2.

